 (
Semper Altius
)[image: ][image: Cedarcrst_cmyk_4]
2 February 2012								     +Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ+

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 
Hail, Mary, O favored one, the Lord is with you! 
But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and considered in her mind what sort of greeting this might be. 
And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.”
St. Luke 1: 26-30
Dear Cedarcrest Academy families and friends,

At Mass this morning offered on the Feast of the Presentation, the Very Reverend Father Peter Laird, Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis, declared for an excited and eager assembly our school’s new name:   Ave Maria Academy.

With your help in our 15th year of service, we passed through a process of selecting a new name for our school.  Derived from the Archangel Gabriel’s greeting recorded in the Gospel of Saint Luke, the choice of Ave Maria Academy will honor the Blessed Mother for the guidance and care she has shown our school these many years, while also serving as a beacon for those in search of a Catholic education in the area.  

Assisting our Board of Directors in coming to a final decision after months of consultation were consideration of the following results:
· Ave Maria garnered the highest number of family nominations.
· Ave Maria took the students and faculty vote by a double digit landslide.
· Ave Maria was approved by the Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis.
· Ave Maria was vetted as a strong and lasting choice by Story Stick Marketing, who will assist in our rebranding effort.

After commending the matter to prayer and reflection on January 17, 2012 the Cedarcrest Academy Board of Directors voted unanimously in favor of Ave Maria.  The name provides our school with many benefits not the least of which include:
· Ave Maria conveys a saving historical and theological reality (the Incarnation) that forever changed the course of human history and provides us with a Patroness.
· In a marketplace of school choice, Ave Maria conveys a meaning and association that is distinctly Catholic for families who are looking for a religious option.  
· Ave Maria will clarify our work as a Catholic school that is private and independent.

Officially, the name will take effect on July 1, 2012, however throughout the spring you will see a rolling effort to introduce and promote the new name!  Your participation and prayers are appreciated.  Let us together commend our school and students to the protection and guidance of Mary, the Mother of God who gives hope to those in every age-

In Christ,
[image: image002]	                     [image: Slattery Signature]
Mark Vogel		    		Jason E. Slattery
Chairman of the Board			Principal
6950 West Fish Lake Road   ●   Maple Grove, MN  55311   ●   Phone: 763-494-5387  FAX: 763-494-5389
www.cedarcrest.org  ●   info@cedarcrest.org
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